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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/11
Listening

Key messages

The spoken Chinese in the exam gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and questions moved

from testing candidates’ ability to understand short factual information to, in the later exercises, testing their

ability to understand and identify opinions and explanations in narrated accounts, and interviews. To do well

in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the Defined Content for the

syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension practice. To perform well in
the last exercise candidates also need to be able to write down short answers in characters or pinyin.

General comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

Candidates from most centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of
the requirements. When preparing their candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly
understand the rubrics, as such familiarity can only aid and reassure the candidates in the examination and
that candidates are encouraged to read questions carefully before considering their answers.

It's worth noting that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate
makes two choices whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not
wish the examiner to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric. For
Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks in the boxes next
to the letters rather than the pictures themselves.

For Questions 11-15 and Questions 17-21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, complete sentences are not required in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. Answers should be clear and straight to
the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can invalidate an otherwise correct
response.

Care should be taken when writing a response in the form of pinyin or characters and then again in the other
form. This is because when there are mistakes, a response written in one form can invalidate an otherwise
correct response written in the other form. Candidates should also be aware that marks will not be awarded
when the characters they write mean something totally different from the required answer.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. More mistakes were made with Question 1 and Question 2. Among the mistakes
made with Question 3, Question 4 and Question 5, option A was often selected.

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did the day before. Candidates generally
did well on this exercise. Many candidates made mistakes with Question 10 and selected A instead of the
correct answer, B. Other common mistakes include selecting C for Question 6, B for Question 7 and E or C
for Question 8.

It is worth noting that in Section 1, some candidates performed much better in Exercise 2 than in Exercise 1.
Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 11-15

This exercise tested candidates’ comprehension of a short recording in which a person talked to her friend
about a new park. To do well in this exercise, candidates need to be familiar with expressions of locations
and directions. This proved to be challenging for many candidates. In this exercise candidates performed
better on Questions 12 and 14.

More mistakes were made with Questions 11, 13 and 15. Among the incorrect choices made for these three
questions, E or D was often selected for Question 11, A, E or D was often selected for Question 13 and E
or F was often selected for Question 15.

Exercise 2 Question 16

In this exercise candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and a tour guide. Li Ming had joined a tour
group and had just arrived in Europe. Candidates were required to listen to the recorded conversation and
work out what Li Ming might do while in Europe.

Candidates generally performed very well on this exercise with most candidates achieving 3 or more marks.
The most common mistakes were not selecting A, C or H. Among the incorrect choices, E and G were
selected relatively more often.

Section 3
Exercise 1 Questions 17-21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they planned to do during their spring holidays. On the
whole, candidates did very well with these questions.

The most frequent mistake in this exercise was choosing G instead of E for Question 21. Other mistakes
included choosing E for Question 17, B, C or E for Question 18, and B for Question 20.

Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

In this exercise candidates heard an interview with Mr Zhang who was visiting an art gallery. There was a
wide range of performance on this exercise.

Question 22 asked the candidates why Mr Zhang had free time on a Monday (to visit an art gallery). Many
candidates answered the question correctly. However, a range of answers was seen. Much inaccuracy in
pinyin spelling was seen here. Some candidates’ responses were unintelligible, which may be an indication
that those candidates did not understand this section of the interview. Mistakes include ‘bu shang dan’ and
‘bu shang dang’.
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Question 23 asked candidates to say when Mr Zhang started to learn Chinese painting. Candidates
generally performed well here. There were many responses that were short, clear and straight to the point.
A frequently seen mistake here was: #-— X and ‘wu nian yi tian’.

Question 24 asked the candidates to state the two other things that Mr Zhang did to learn Chinese painting
besides practicing it every day. This was a challenging question for many candidates but there were some
excellent answers. Some answers were short and straight to the point; some were longer and more
explanatory. Again a variety of answers was seen here, with a wide range of pinyin spellings. Many
responses showed an adequate understanding of the recording and satisfied the requirements of the mark
scheme. There were some responses that were too far away from the correct answer and there were also
some unintelligible responses, both of which indicated a lack of understanding of the recorded material.

Question 25 asked candidates to state Mr Zhang'’s other hobby. In this exercise, this question was the best
performed question with most candidates giving correct answers.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/12
Listening

Key messages

The spoken Chinese in the exam gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and questions moved

from testing candidates’ ability to understand short factual information to, in the later exercises, testing their

ability to understand and identify opinions and explanations in narrated accounts, and interviews. To do well

in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the Defined Content for the

syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension practice. To perform well in
the last exercise candidates also need to be able to write down short answers in characters or pinyin.

General comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

Candidates from most centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of
the requirements. When preparing their candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly
understand the rubrics, as such familiarity can only aid and reassure the candidates in the examination and
that candidates are encouraged to read questions carefully before considering their answers.

It's worth noting that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate
makes two choices whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not
wish the examiner to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric. This year a
few candidates ticked six boxes instead of the required five for Question 16 and a few candidates ticked
fewer than five. For Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their
ticks in the boxes next to the letters rather than the pictures themselves.

For Questions 11-15 and Questions 17-21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, complete sentences are not required in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. Answers should be clear and straight to
the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can invalidate an otherwise correct
response.

Care should be taken when writing a response in the form of pinyin or characters and then again in the other
form. This is because when there are mistakes, a response written in one form can invalidate an otherwise
correct response written in the other form. Candidates should also be aware that marks will not be awarded
when the characters they write mean something totally different from the required answer.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. More mistakes were made with Question 1 compared with the other four questions.
Option C was often selected for Question 2; option A was often selected for Question 3; option C was often
selected for Question 4; and option B or C was often selected for Question 5.

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did the day before. Candidates generally
did well on this exercise.

More mistakes were made with Questions 8 and 9. Some candidates made mistakes with Questions 6 and
10. When incorrect choices were selected for Question 6, option C was often selected; for Question 10
option B was often selected.

It is worth noting that in Section 1, some candidates performed much better in Exercise 2 than in Exercise 1.
Section 2

Exercise 1 Questions 11-15

This exercise tested candidates’ comprehension of a short recording in which a person talked about her
family. This proved to be challenging for many candidates. In this exercise candidates performed better on
Questions 11, 13 and 15.

More mistakes were made on Questions 12 and 14. Many candidates chose A, G or E as the answer for
Question 12 and F, G or D as the answer for Question 14. A number of candidates chose A for

Question 12 and F for Question 14, while the correct choices were the other way round.

Exercise 2 Question 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and a friend. Li Ming and her friend were going to visit
Wuhan and were talking about what they needed to do to prepare. Candidates generally performed very well
on this exercise. The most common mistakes were not selecting C or H. Among the incorrect choices, F and
A were selected relatively more often.

A few candidates ticked more than five boxes and a few other candidates ticked fewer than five boxes.
Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 17-21

This exercise featured five friends talking about the things they enjoy doing. On the whole, candidates did
well with these questions.

Among the common mistakes, E or A was chosen for Question 17, C was chosen for Question 18, C or E
was chosen for Question 19, A or D was chosen for Question 20 and D was chosen for Question 21.

Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

In this exercise candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue who was a middle school student and helped
with taking care of elderly people at a care home.

Question 22 required candidates to state who had made the arrangement for Zhang Yue to help out at the
care home. Many candidates answered the question very well while many gave answers that were
acceptable.
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There was a wide range of responses here. Much inaccuracy in character writing, pinyin spelling, as well as
expression was seen here. Some candidates’ responses were unintelligible, which may be an indication that
these candidates did not understand this section of the interview.

Some responses with misused characters were not accepted as correct answers. For example: H &, 21 &,
Ad, cJLand AT

Question 23 asked candidates to state the two things that Zhang Yue would do while helping out at the care
home. Candidates generally performed well here. There were many responses that were short, clear and
straight to the point. There were also responses with misused characters that were not acceptable as correct
answers. For example, for Question 23(i): &1, "5 EF, Wik and &K for Question 23(ii): 020, 1120, il
and — AN,

Question 24 asked the candidates to say what Zhang Yue enjoyed hearing from the elderly people. Many
candidates did exceptionally well and produced excellent answers. Some answers were short and straight to
the point; some were longer and more explanatory.

Again a variety of answers was seen here, with a wide range of pinyin spellings. Many responses showed an
adequate understanding of the recording and satisfied the requirements of the mark scheme.

There were some responses that were too far away from the correct answer and there were some responses
that indicated a lack of understanding of the recorded material.

Question 25 asked candidates to state who Zhang Yue would come to visit after graduating from her school.
Many candidates showed they understood that Zhang Yue had made a friend at the care home while helping
out there and that was the person that Zhang Yue would come back to visit after she graduated.

In this question a great variety of responses was seen, including a variety of pinyin spellings and character
usage. Many of those were acceptable, demonstrating that candidates had understood what was said in this
final part of the interview. Some of them were short and straight to the point while many others were longer
and more explanatory. There was also a variety of responses that were not acceptable as correct answers
such as & and BAH. A few responses such as ‘hao peng you hui lai kan ta’ were also rejected because
the meaning it can carry is different from the correct answer.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/13
Listening

Key messages

The spoken Chinese in the exam gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and questions moved

from testing candidates' ability to understand short factual information to, in the later exercises, testing their

ability to understand and identify opinions and explanations in narrated accounts, and interviews. To do well

in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the Defined Content for the

syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension practice. To perform well in
the last exercise candidates also need to be able to write down short answers in characters or pinyin.

General comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

Candidates from most centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of
the requirements. When preparing their candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly
understand the rubrics, as such familiarity can only aid and reassure the candidates in the examination and
that candidates are encouraged to read questions carefully before considering their answers.

It's worth noting that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate
makes two choices whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not
wish the examiner to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric. For
Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks in the boxes next
to the letters rather than the pictures themselves.

For Questions 11-15 and Questions 17-21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, complete sentences are not required in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. Answers should be clear and straight to
the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can invalidate an otherwise correct
response.

Care should be taken when writing a response in the form of pinyin or characters and then again in the other
form. This is because when there are mistakes, a response written in one form can invalidate an otherwise
correct response written in the other form. Candidates should also be aware that marks will not be awarded
when the characters they write mean something totally different from the required answer.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

Many candidates performed well on this exercise which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. More mistakes were made with Questions 1 and 2 compared with the other three
questions. Many candidates chose C instead of B for both Questions 1 and 2. Among the mistakes made
with the other three questions, option C was often selected for Question 3; option A was often selected for
Question 4; and option A or B was often selected for Question 5.

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did the day before. Candidates generally
did well on this exercise. Stronger performance was seen on Question 8 than on the other four questions.

Some common mistakes included choosing A for Questions 6 and 7, choosing A or B instead of C for
Question 9, and choosing C for Question 10.

It is worth noting that in Section 1, some candidates performed much better in Exercise 2 than in Exercise 1.
Section 2

Exercise 1 Questions 11-15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short recording in which a teacher talked to
students about their after-school activities. This proved to be challenging for some candidates. In this
exercise candidates performed better on Question 11 and Question 14.

More mistakes were made with Questions 13 and 15 and many candidates chose B or G for Question 13
and A, B or C for Question 15. A number of candidates chose B or D for Question 12 and D or G for
Question 14.

Exercise 2 Question 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and his mother. They were moving to another city and Li
Ming asked his mother some questions about the move.

Candidates generally performed very well on this exercise. Among the incorrect choices, A and F were
selected relatively more often. A few candidates ticked fewer than five boxes.

Section 3
Exercise 1 Questions 17-21

This exercise featured five friends talking about the things they need to buy in the shops. On the whole,
candidates did very well with these questions.

Among the common errors, C was chosen for Question 17, D was chosen for Question 20, and C was
chosen for Question 21.

Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

In this exercise candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue who was a Chinese employee in a hotel in
London.

Question 22 required candidates to state where Zhang Yue was born. Many candidates answered the
question well while many gave answers that were acceptable.

A variety of pinyin spellings were seen here. Some inaccurate pinyin spellings were not accepted as correct
answers. For example: xi zhuan, shu chun, zi chuan and zu chuan.
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Question 23 asked candidates to state the course that Zhang Yue had studied in the UK. There were many
responses that were short, clear and straight to the point.

There were some inaccurate pinyin spellings that were not accepted as correct answers such as ‘li you’ and
‘liu you'.

Question 24 asked the candidates about the hotel. Many candidates did very well with this question, while
some other candidates’ responses were unintelligible, which may be an indication that those candidates did
not understand this section of the interview.

Question 25 asked candidates to state the two reasons why Zhang Yue would want to return to China in the
future. Some responses to this question were excellent while some other responses didn’'t show an
understanding of this part of the interview.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e ensure they are familiar with all the key question words and answer questions accordingly. A concise
answer is highly recommended.

e attempt every question in the paper, even the ones that they feel less confident about.

e study the entire vocabulary list for defined content and consolidate this vocabulary.

e develop a good time management plan and set aside more time for the last exercise.

General comments

On the whole, candidates appeared well prepared for the examination and there were many excellent
responses to this paper. The vast majority of candidates were aware of the requirements.

More attention should be paid to learning the key question words, such as when, what, how, why, how long,
as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers correctly.

Candidates should ensure they have sufficient time to read the last passage and answer all the questions.

Question 33 for instance, was the question with most questions not attempted. However, candidates who
did answer this question, were generally accurate.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1: Questions 1 -5

The questions in this exercise were generally answered well, especially Questions 4 and 5 which were
answered consistently, with very few candidates making mistakes. Questions 3 proved challenging for many
candidates. This was probably because candidates were less familiar with the characters of ‘[ 111 scarf’,
Exercise 2: Questions 6 — 9

The majority of candidates answered these questions very well. However, Question 7 generated a number
of incorrect responses. Many candidates chose D instead of B. This was because both of the hints in the

question ‘lx%&)E clothing store’ and * £ 12 i1 shop assistant’ are fairly challenging words.

Exercise 3: Questions 10 — 12

Overall responses by candidates across ability levels were of a good standard. In particular, Questions 11
and 12 were well answered. Question 10 proved to be more challenging, as some candidates did not

understand the meaning of ‘Z{K very foggy ‘. Consequently, other answers were selected instead of the
correct one.
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Section 2
Exercise 1: Questions 13 — 16

This exercise required candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete given sentences. Most candidates were able to locate some correct answers
in the passage even when they did not fully understand the content. Questions 14 and 15 were well
answered. However, genuine comprehension and careful reading is required to obtain high marks. For
instance, many candidates answered Question 16 incorrectly. Candidates needed to understand the last
sentence of the passage as well as Question 16 itself. Many candidates chose the wrong answer ‘ BX day
time’ which is grammatically correct for the question but did not match the meaning of the original passage.

Exercise 2, Questions 17 — 24

In this exercise, candidates read a passage of Chinese and answered questions regarding it. The passage
took the form of a letter from Xiao Li to his friend Xiao Wang about his three-week trip in Beijing.

Often, only a very brief answer was required, but provided that the correct answer was present, additional
material copied from the text was accepted unless it was contradictory or made the answer
incomprehensible. The quality of written Chinese was considered only for the purposes of communication.

The responses were excellent but there were some candidates who did not attempt all questions, in
particular Questions 19, 20, 21, 23 and 24. Attempting every question is highly recommended.

On the whole, questions were answered fairly well, especially Questions 19 and 21. However, candidates
sometimes had problems with Questions 22 and 23. For Question 22, the correct answer is
HiRZ 4 NEHH a lot of famous people go there’, but some candidates were confused with the reason and
result and answered ‘ Ji# A7) £ a lot of tourists’ instead. This showed that these candidates did not
understand Question 22 itself. Question 23, required candidates to fully understand the original paragraph
as two prices were mentioned in the passage. It also required candidates to understand two time phrases °
PLHT previously’ and ‘ BL7E now’. All incorrect answers showed candidates were confused with which price
the question was referring to.

Section 3
Exercise 1: Questions 25 — 28

In this exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and then answered multiple-choice
questions. The passage introduced Huang Yang’s experience of helping in a farm and her dream of
becoming a vet in the future.

Responses for Questions 25, 26 and 27 were of a good standard, with the majority of candidates achieving
high marks. Question 28 generated the highest number of mistakes, with many candidates incorrectly
selecting option C. Carefully identifying the relevant text was the key to answering this exercise well.

Exercise 2: Questions 29 — 35

In this final exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrated their
understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to the passage in Chinese. The passage
referred to the Sunshine programme that the teenager Sun Yu had participated in. The programme involved
doing sports activities, voluntary work and outdoor expedition.

There were some good responses, but in general, candidates found this exercise very challenging. Many
candidates left some questions blank, especially from Question 30 to Question 35.

Question 34 was the most challenging question of this paper. It asked ‘7) & {58 g /172 B4 $E = how
did Sun Yu improve his communication skill?’ but a significant number of candidates simply copied down the
question and answered ‘ 3T RS 13 T1RZ  his communication skill has improved a lot.” It was
probably because these candidates did not pay enough attention to the key question words ‘ /&4 how’ and
did not understand that the phrase ‘ Z¢¥ifit /° means ‘communication skill'.
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Candidates also found Question 35 challenging. Many candidates located the last paragraph correctly, but
they found it difficult to locate the exact sentence. Many phrases from the last paragraph were seen in
answers as well as lifting of the entire paragraph. The correct answer needs to specify how Sun Yu became

ST

good friends with other team members, i.e. via * #f H AL FIBA R T51T74 helping them to carry luggage’
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to be well prepared for this paper, candidates should:

o study the entire vocabulary list for defined content to expand vocabulary levels accordingly

e consolidate common key questions words, time phrase, synonym and antonym

e read the passage carefully and provide answers based on the given information instead of relying on
background knowledge or assumption

e double check written answers to ensure the written phrases make sense and that the lifted section has
demonstrated genuine understanding of the passage.

General comments

On the whole, candidates appeared well prepared for the examination. There were many excellent
responses to this paper and few candidates left questions unanswered.

To score full marks in Section 1, a good knowledge of the words in the defined content list is required. To
gain higher scores in Sections 2 and 3, careful reading of both passages and questions is needed.
Questions requiring simple and straightforward answers such as Questions 26 and 32 were answered well.
But more challenging questions, such as those in the last exercise, were only answered well by the strongest
candidates.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1: Questions 1 -5

The questions in this exercise were generally well answered, especially Questions 2 and 4. Questions 1
and 5 were answered less accurately. For Question 1, some candidates chose C ‘ [iif bread’ instead of the
correct answer B “f-f- steamed bun’ probably because both words share one same character ‘£2’. Question
5 was more challenging because the word ‘ 1§ &) post office * did not seem to be understood by some
candidates.

Exercise 2: Questions 6 — 9

Candidates were required to match key vocabulary with related pictures. Most candidates answered these
questions accurately. Question 9 in particular was answered extremely well, with almost no candidates
making any mistakes.

Exercise 3: Questions 10 — 12

Candidate responses across all ability ranges were of a good standard. Questions 11 and 12 proved to be

more challenging as some candidates did not recognise the word ‘[&#H#l camera’ in the text and used their
background knowledge to choose the answer.
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Section 2
Exercise 1: Questions 13 — 16

This exercise required candidates to read a short passage in Chinese and choose the correct phrases to
complete sentences. Candidate responses were generally good, particularly for Questions 13 and 14, which
were almost always answered accurately. Question 16 was also very well answered but a few candidates
incorrectly chose ‘ /)l homework’.

Question 15 was often not answered well as candidates did not read the passage carefully enough and
copied down ‘ 57K drink water’ from the last line of the passage instead of showing genuine understanding
of the entire passage.

Candidates should learn common antonyms for this exercise, such as * 2 more’ as opposed to ‘ /) less’.
Exercise 2: Question 17 — 24

In this exercise candidates were required to read a passage in Chinese and to answer subsequent
questions. The passage was a letter from Xiao Li to his friend Xiao Wang about his two-week trip to Hong
Kong. Brief and accurate answers were required. However, provided that the answer was accurate,
additional material copied from the text was acceptable, unless it was contradictory or made the answer
incomprehensible.

Most candidates identified the key information as required by the questions, but the last two questions
showed a slight increase in excessive lifting. The quality of written Chinese was only considered for the
purposes of communication and inaccuracies in Chinese characters were tolerated provided that the
message was clear and that the answers given did not have a different meaning which might cause
confusion in comprehension of the message.

Most candidates attempted almost all questions, but a few left Question 22 unanswered.

Overall, the majority of candidates responded to the questions in this exercise very well, especially
Questions 17, 19 and 20. The best-answered question was Question 20 where hardly any candidates
made a mistake.

Questions 18 and 22 were more challenging for many candidates and some did not read the questions
careful enough. Identifying the key question words accurately is crucial for this exercise. In Question 18 for
instance, the key question words were ‘Z £} [i] how long’. The question asks how long Xiao Li stayed in
Hong Kong. A common incorrect answer ‘ {£7E#3%5X stayed in grandma’s place’ obviously did not answer
the question. Similarly, in Question 22 the key question word was ‘7Ll 2. where'. Therefore, any answers
which did not give the correct location ‘3% [E USA’ were inaccurate.

To answer questions in this section well, candidates need to be familiar with all the key question words.
Section 3

Exercise 1: Questions 25 — 28

Nearly all candidates, regardless of their ability level, attempted the four questions for Exercise 1.
Candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and answered multiple-choice questions. This passage
introduced a pair of good friends, Anna and Wen Li. Responses for Questions 25, 26 and 28 were of a high

standard, and many candidates achieved full marks.

A number candidates had difficulty with Question 27, and some candidates chose the incorrect answer C.
This is probably because candidates were not familiar with the time phrases ‘ LL#ij before’ in the question.

Exercise 2: Questions 29 — 35
In this final exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrated their

understanding by answering a number of short-answer questions in Chinese. The content of the passage
referred to a teenager Jack’s unusual hobby — plants.
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The performance on this exercise varied. Generally, candidates answered Questions 31 and 32 well, but
found other questions challenging.

A small number of candidates did not attempt certain questions, in particular Questions 33 and 34.

Question 29. was the most challenging question in this exercise. The question itself was straightforward,
asking ‘what does Jack like?’. However, many candidates did not identify Jack’s hobby: ‘f&#/ plants’. It is
also assumed that some candidates also did not recognise the word ‘ “A~{% unlike’ in the passage.

Question 30 was also challenging for a number of candidates, as they did not understand the natural pause
between words and phrases in the key sentence. i.e. * /)" should be grouped together with * JA/]» since
young’ to form a phrase, instead of * £ & brother’. A common incorrect answer was ‘/NEf#F little brother’.

Genuine comprehension and careful answering is required for this exercise. Lifting large amounts of text
from the passage cannot be credited and this was the reason why Question 33 was problematic for many
candidates. Furthermore, the answer given by candidates must be comprehensible. In Question 32 for
instance, even though * &’ and ‘[’ are only one Chinese character away from the correct answer
H#¥11E botanic garden’, did not make sense.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

In order to be prepared for this paper, candidates should:

e study the entire vocabulary list for defined content and consolidate this vocabulary
study questions carefully. Marks are awarded for accurately locating answers in the passage. A concise
answer is highly recommended.

e demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage before tackling questions. Over lifting and random
lifting cannot result in any mark.

General comments

Most candidates answered the paper with confidence. Many candidates appeared well prepared for the
examination and demonstrated a high level of competency. In Particular, Questions 14 and 22 were
answered very well. While weaker candidates answered the more straightforward questions well, they found
the last exercise more challenging.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1: Questions 1 -5

Candidates demonstrated confidence in this exercise and the questions were exceptionally well answered.
Questions 1, 2 and 3, were answered correctly by almost all candidates. Questions 4 and 5 were more
challenging with some wrong answers, and even some of the stronger candidates answered incorrectly. This
is probably because the vocabulary for ‘I5 7 /7 chocolate ‘ and toothache /A& 1H stadium ‘ are less
common. Therefore, candidates would be benefit from being familiar with all the words and phrases in the
prescribed vocabulary list.

Exercise 2: Questions 6 — 9

From the answers, it was obvious that the topic of hobbies had been well studied as most candidates
answered Question 7 accurately. However, a number of candidates gave incorrect answers to Question 6,
as it required them to understand ‘# 4% newspaper’, a word that appears less frequently among other activity
words.

Exercise 3: Questions 10 — 12

In general, these questions were answered well. Question 12 proved to be one of the most challenging, as
some candidates did not recognise the word ‘#"'=- nurse’ in the text.

Section 2

Exercise 1: Questions 13 — 16

In this exercise, candidates read a short passage in Chinese and chose the correct phrases from the given
table to complete sentences.
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The responses were exceptionally good particularly for Questions 13, 14 and 15. Question 16 appeared to
be slightly more challenging due to the distractor ‘ |- go online’ which also appeared in the passage.
Candidates needed to read carefully to find the correct activity associated with coffee shop.

The quality of written Chinese is considered only for the purposes of communication. Most candidates
produced clear writing that could be easily recognised in this exercise.

Exercise 2: Questions 17 — 23

In reading the comprehension section candidates read a passage of Chinese and answered a series of
questions. The passage was a letter from Wu Tian to her friend Ma Yuan about her experience as a part-
time employee in a hotel, as well as learning how to roller skate. Only a brief and accurate answer was
required. However, provided that the correct answer was present, reasonable additional material copied from
the text was allowed, unless it was contradictory or made the lifted answer incomprehensible.

Most candidates demonstrated the ability to extract relevant specific information from the passage, but some
candidates copied large amount of text for Questions 20 and 21. Most candidates answered Questions 17,
18, 19 and 22 extremely well.

Question 20 was the most challenging question on the paper. It asked ‘which question (from the guests)
does Wu Tian find most difficult (to answer)?’. Most incorrect answers were because candidates did not
understand the question itself or the relevant section in the passage. Often they simplify copied down

‘T AEIE | do not know’ or XA n] @R A this question is difficult’ from the passage.

Question 21 also generated a number of incorrect answers with many candidates copying the entire
paragraph.

In order to handle this section well, candidates need to be familiar with all the key questions words. They
also need to read the passage carefully and demonstrate a genuine comprehension.

Section 3
Exercise 1: Questions 24 — 27

In this exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and answered the multiple choice
questions. The passage featured exchange candidates. Responses for Question 25 were of a high
standard, with the majority of candidates achieving full marks.

Some candidates found Question 26 challenging. This was probably due to the fact that all of the distractors
were present in the passage. Question 24 was frequently answered incorrectly, as many candidates did not
distinguish the distractor from the correct answer.

Exercise 2: Questions 28 — 33

In this final exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and answered short-answer
questions in Chinese. The content of the passage referred to a singing competition in China, and a young
contestant Ayad who is from Indonesia. All candidates attempted all of the questions.

Most candidates answered Question 28 very well. For several other questions, candidates did not score
marks because there was extended lifting, which included both the wrong answer as well as the correct
answer. For instance, Question 30 asked ‘Why do people like Ayad?’ and the correct answers were *
B HILF good at singing’ and ‘ ZE#E KT T looks extremely handsome when smiling’. However, many
candidates copied down too much information which included the incorrect answer * R 21— /&4 3 can
only speak a little bit of Chinese’.

Another common mistake was that the answer was not comprehensible. For Question 33 (ii) for example,
many candidates gave partial phrases as their answer such as ‘ IR’ and ‘£ 5 .

Question 29 also appeared to be challenging for many candidates. This is because the question contained a
grammar pattern ‘ & 7 ... besides’ and required candidates to comprehend the relevant passage and make
their own conclusion. The best responses for this exercise showed a genuine understanding of the passage,
addressing the specific questions asked, and considered all aspects of the question in a relevant way.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

e Please read the Paper 3 (Speaking) Teachers’ Notes that accompany the role-play cards each year so
you are fully aware of the requirements of this test. Please note that a Chinese-language version of the
Teachers’ Notes may be found on the Teacher Support section of the CIE website
(https://teachers.cie.org.uk).

e To score high marks, learners need to show consistent ability to use a variety of structures, opinions
and precise vocabulary both in the Presentation and in the Conversation sections. The Examiner
needs to ask questions that give learners the opportunity to show this.

e Inthe Topic Conversation, the Examiner should not not ask questions which require candidates to
merely repeat information from the Topic Presentation. Learners must be given the opportunity to
answer unexpected questions to score high marks.

e In both the Topic Conversation and the General Conversation sections, the Examiner must ask
questions which allow the learner to show that s/he can describe events or express ideas using both
past and future time-frames. (See Teachers’ Notes pages 9, 10 and 15 and also Appendix A of this
document.)

e Discussion in the General Conversation should be appropriate to the individual learner’s ability: the
same questions should not be asked of all the learners.

e At least two topics need to be covered in the General Conversation and should not overlap with the
content of the Topic Presentation.

e  Examiners must not suggest possible answers or give clues to learners. The learner should be doing
most of the speaking.

e  The Speaking test should be conducted entirely in Mandarin Chinese. There should be no use of
English in the test. Only Chinese should be used in the transitions between sections of the test.
Cantonese and other varieties of Chinese should not be used in the test.

General comments

Most centres administered and carried out the tests very well. In order to give learners the best possible
chance, Examiners should ensure they have read the Teachers’ Notes booklet carefully so that both the
tests and the relevant administration are carried out correctly.

Moderator’s Reports for the centre should also be consulted.

In order to allow the moderation process to operate effectively, it is important that CDs and USBs arrive
undamaged; they must therefore be well packaged, ideally in a plastic case within a padded envelope.

The full requirements of the test are clearly laid out in the Teachers’ Notes booklet and all centres are
strongly advised to read through a past paper well in advance of the test, so they have plenty of time to
clarify any uncertainties.

Clerical checks

In most centres, the addition and transfer of marks was accurate. In some centres, however, a number of
errors were found, sometimes with large discrepancies between the recorded totals and the actual totals. It is
essential that the addition of marks on the Working Mark Sheet as well as the transcription of the total marks
onto the MS1 mark sheet/computer is checked to ensure learners receive the correct marks. It is advisable
for more than one person in the centre to check these numbers.
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Cover sheet for moderation sample

Most centres remembered to submit the Coversheet for Moderation Sample, duly completed, along with their
other materials for external moderation. Completion of this form allows centres to check that their moderation
sample is correct before they dispatch it to Cambridge, and the completed form must be submitted with the
sample.

Sample size

Many centres managed to select a good recorded sample which covered evenly the full spread of
performance in the centre. Please ensure that the sample marks are spread evenly, not grouped as ‘good’,
‘middling’ and ‘poor’: for example, they might be 99, 87, 76, 67, 53 but not 99, 98, 76, 75, 53, 51.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put on the Working Mark Sheet to indicate the learners who
have been included in the recorded sample, particularly in centres with many learners

Centres using more than one Examiner should include samples from each Examiner in an appropriate
proportion. Each Examiner should complete and sign his/her own Working Mark Sheet.

Recording quality and presentation of the sample

They should always be saved onto a CD or USB as an .mp3 file. Please do not put sticky labels on the CD
as these can easily become detached and make the CD unplayable.

Speaking tests should be conducted in a quiet place, away from any noise causing disruption. In a small
number of cases, learners and/or the Examiner were not always clearly heard. If an external microphone has
been used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the learner than to the Examiner. The
recording should be checked at intervals by the Examiner to ensure that it is clear and there are no
extraneous noises. Please ensure you have checked that all the recordings are present and can be played
before you send the recording to Cambridge International.

The CD should not be stopped during the recording. The learners should be introduced by name and learner
number by the Examiner, not by the learners themselves.

The tracks on CDs should be labelled using the convention specified in the Teachers’ Notes: Centre
number_learner number_examination number_component number, e.g. PQ123_0001_0547_03. Labelling
them as ‘Track 1’, ‘Track 2’ etc. is not helpful when finding individual learners. A card stating which learners
appear on each CD must be enclosed, not glued or stapled, with each CD.

Internal Moderation in centres

In most cases, centres had adopted a thoroughly professional approach to Internal Moderation and had
carefully documented their procedures for achieving consistency. It was clear that in many centres great
efforts had been made to cross-check the standard applied by different Examiners and to ensure that marks
awarded followed a single rank order before they were submitted to Cambridge.

In a small number of cases centres provided insufficient evidence of the Internal Moderation procedures
followed, merely writing different marks next to the original marks on the Working Mark Sheet. Some
justification of why the adjustment was made must be included in the documentation.

Details of the centre’s Internal Moderation procedures must also be sent to CIE, as specified on the ‘Cover
sheet for moderation sample’.

The coordinating Examiner is responsible for checking that the mark scheme has been applied consistently
by all of the Examiners in the centre. If a particular Examiner’s marking is judged by his/her colleagues to be
out of line with the other marking at the centre, all the marks for learners examined by that Examiner must be
checked and adjusted accordingly before paperwork is submitted to CIE.

51 Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education ©2019



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Mandarin Chinese June 2019
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Transitions between sections of the test

It is very important to indicate the transition between the 3 parts of the test. In some cases there was
no transition indicated between the Topic Conversation and the General Conversation. At times it was
difficult to ascertain whether the Examiner had simply forgotten to conduct the General conversation, thus
affecting the learner’s overall mark. There is no need for any use of English during the tests: each new
section can be introduced in Chinese, for instance by using sentences such as

IAE AT SO UEA/IRERENEE =35y ./ BEEHAT B X5 1. and so on.
Working Mark Sheets

This year some incomplete Working Mark Sheets were submitted. These should be filled in with learners’ full
names, the numbers of their Role Play cards, and signed and dated by the Examiner.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put against the names of the learners who are
included in the recorded sample, particularly in centres with many learners.

Despatch of the sample
Please ensure that the CDs are well packaged. CDs are particularly vulnerable to damage in transit, and
need to be carefully packed in strong containers, ideally in a plastic case inside a padded envelope. A few

centres sent their CDs in flimsy plastic or paper pockets. Avoid using staples to attach the centre label to
the soft plastic cover of the CD, as it can damage the surface of the CD and hence the recording.

Comments on specific sections

Role Plays

Overall, the Role Plays were conducted very well. Examiners are reminded of the need for careful
preparation before the test and that they must not create extra tasks, nor omit tasks. If the stipulated tasks
are changed or omitted and/or extra tasks are added this will confuse learners and it changes the nature of
the examination. Marks can only be awarded for completing the tasks as presented on the Role Play cards.
Centres are reminded that on some tasks a short response may be sufficient to attract a mark of three.

Each learner should be handed a single Role Play card and should complete both the Role Plays on that
card. Learners should be given the Role-play cards in random order, not 1,2, 3,40r1,1,1,2,2,2...
Please record the number of the card given to each learner in the space provided on the Working Mark
Sheet.

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the Examiner before
commencing the test. This is reassuring for the learner, and establishes that he/she is playing a role, not
merely answering for him- or herself. The introduction should NOT be read in English.

Learners should avoid answers in the Role Plays which are formulaic or neutral, such as %} T ‘yes’ or f~%1i&
‘I don’t know’, as they give no indication that the learner has understood the question.

The question words which caused difficulty in the Role Plays this year werefl 4% ? when?,
Z KA ? how long? and /E-471? what would you do?

Specific feedback on each question:

A Role Plays

. You are talking to a foreigner about your school.
Some learners forgot the measure word when answering: How many teachers in your school?

e  There are two restaurants near your school. You and your friend are planning which one to got
to.
Most learners handled this well.

e  You are talking to your friend about your hometown.
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Some learners were unable to differentiate between at home and in your hometown when asked: What
do you like doing in your hometown (3¢ 2)?

B Role plays

e  You are about to leave Xi’an when you suddenly fall ill. You are talking to a doctor.
Weaker learners found it difficult to answer the following: How long did you sleep for last night? When
do you plan to leave Xi'an?

e  You are talking to a friend about your future work plans.
Weaker learners found it difficult to answer the following: /n which country do you want to work in the
future? How long do you want to work there? When do you plan to go there?

e  You are at the airport and you discover your passport has disappeared. A member of staff
comes to help you.
Weaker learners found it difficult to answer the following: When was the last time you used your
passport? and What are you going to do without a passport?

Several learners answered with a country name for the question: Which city do you want to go to today?
Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation
The standard of work in this section covered the full range of performance.

Introduction to the Topic Presentation

This must be introduced by the Examiner in Chinese, not English, for example by
sayingIl £ N\ 58 34 . The learner should begin by stating clearly what his/her topic is, for example
‘FHIBH J2-+-.” as sometimes it is not obvious what topic is being presented. This statement will also help
learners focus on their topic.

Topics chosen

Many learners chose My family, My hobby, Sport, school life, My future, My friend, My holiday.

More unusual topics included: Chinese weddings, Starting my own business, Should secondary school
candidates have part time jobs?, Why | prefer iPhones, Life in the Philippines, The difference between British
and Chinese schools.

Please do not allow learners to chose Myself or My Life for their Topic Presentation as this restricts the
possibilities in the General Conversation.

Timin

Please note that the Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation should last a total of about five
minutes. In some centres much less time than this was allowed, and their learners were thereby
disadvantaged. In a very few cases the Examiner did not ask any questions after the learner had finished the
presentation. In such cases no marks can be awarded, as the mark scheme specifically rewards responses
to questions.

Topic Conversation

The Examiner should introduce this section in Chinese, for example by saying ‘BL7EF 2 AR J LA A @,

In some centres it was evident that the opening sections of the Topic Presentation had been memorised: this
type of rote learning misses the point of the Speaking Test, and will not allow learners to show the full range
of their ability in Chinese. Learners should be encouraged to speak spontaneously, and not to memorise
speeches.

The Examiner should listen carefully to the learners’ presentations, and then lead them skilfully through the
Topic Conversation by asking appropriate questions, allowing them both to develop their topic, offer opinions
and to demonstrate their language skills. In the Topic Conversation, the Examiner should not ask questions,
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which require candidates to merely, repeat information from the Topic Presentation. Learners must be given
the opportunity to answer unexpected questions to score high marks.

Most centres handled the transition from the Topic Conversation to the General Conversation well, but some
centres are still not making clear the ending of the Topic Conversation and the start of the General
Conversation. This can be done by saying ‘BI{E# A% =45,

Time-frames

The Examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (e.g. ‘When did you begin to...?’) AND about
the future (e.g. ‘When do you plan to....?’). See Appendix A.

Learners who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot be awarded more than 6
marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes.

In answer to a question such as ‘How long (a time) did you do (an action)?’ saying a length of time such as
‘=4, ’is not by itself sufficient to show that a learner can convey a past time-frame meaning. In such a
case, a verb is also required, for example ‘F2% 7 =4,

Examiners should ask more questions, until learners have showed they can convey meaning using both past
and future time frames successfully.

General Conversation

Timing: Please note that the General Conversation should last about five minutes: in some centres
much less time than this was allowed, and their learners were disadvantaged. In most cases, however, it was
carried out well.

Questions asked: In a few centres identical questions were asked of all the learners. This is not in the spirit
of the examination and makes the whole exercise artificial and lacking in spontaneity. Each learner should
be asked different questions at an appropriately challenging level, according to their ability. The
Examiner should judge the appropriate level of question for the individual learner. A weak learner might be
asked What sports do you like? but a more able learner might be asked Why do you think exercise is
important?

The General Conversation should be based on the individual learners’ responses and so should not be over-
rehearsed or prepared beforehand. Please note that two or three of the Defined Content topics should be
covered during the General Conversation.

It is better to ask questions in depth on a few topics rather than a large number of unrelated questions.

There is no ‘Presentation’ in the General Conversation. The General Conversation involves the Examiner
asking the learners a series of questions on two or three topics.

Time-frames: The Examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (‘When did you begin...?’) AND
about the future (‘When do you plan to....?’). If this is not done the learners will be seriously
disadvantaged. Learners who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot be awarded
more than 6 marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes and
Appendix A attached (below).
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Appendix A
TIME FRAMES v.8

In Chinese there is no inflection of verbs to indicate tenses: therefore a time reference or context for the
action of the verb may sometimes be provided when referring to past, present or future events.

PAST ACTIONS

(a) Time phrases such as kK, Z4F, LA>H, etc. indicate actions in the past;...1JHf % can be used
to indicate both past and future time frames e.g. ....

Peeee B HIMHEE, or N (past). S (4N) % can also be used for past time frames.

(b) Aspect particles can also be accepted for actions with different time references, e.g. VERB + if
orVERB + 7.
(c) Use of (A *verb) is not accepted as a past time-frame.

For example we do NOT accept A % to mean ‘went’, as in A L HA, (x)

(d) Use of }¥when negating a past time-frame. This is only accepted as demonstrating use of a past
time-frame if a VERB is also used. For example, if the learner is asked /2= 1 [EE ? and
replies %7 - this is NOT accepted as demonstrating the use of a past time-frame, whereas
wEnf o is acceptable.

FUTURE ACTIONS

(a) Time phrases such as <+ 2RI, etc.; IR, B4, T4 Hand JE (4™) B can also be used
for future time frames.

(b) Modal verbs such as #, &, T8, iI&) , %% or E + verb, etc. can indicate the future.

(c) The structure & ()« T indicates a future time-frame, for example fii %k T,

(d) The sentences must include a VERB to be accepted as examples of future time-frames. For

example Q : 7RAE444 2 A : 21T would NOT be accepted as a future time-frame, but A:
FAE2ZIF, WOULD be accepted.

OTHER PHRASES
Phrases such as LAHT, MAT, LAJG can also indicate time frames.

Note on conditional sentences

Structures using #1%t---++-2> (or equivalent terms such as Z2/&, f40) can also indicate a future time-frame,
as in these examples of what WILL or MIGHT happen:

MERBFEME A, ZINE SR ERHBEAT.
MBIRERET, ARG,

Note on the use of hui &

1. HEEREFELKXZE, Inthis case & clearly indicates a future time-frame.

2. RERHESH LK. Here & simply indicates an habitual, repeated action, and is NOT counted as
indicating a future time-frame.
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There are also a number of other ways of expressing past and future time frames in Chinese: the above
notes simply indicate some possible ways of doing this.

MARK SCHEME In the Topic Conversation and General Conversation, if learners cannot show they can use
BOTH past AND future time-frames correctly, they cannot be awarded more than 6 marks on the
Language (b) scale on page 15 of the Teachers’ Notes.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/41
Writing

General comments

A number of candidates showed strong language skills in Mandarin Chinese. Some candidates used more
complex structures and more difficult characters in their essays.

Most candidates answered Question 1 very well, writing correct words with accurate characters. Candidates
understood Question 2 well and tried to provide more information to expand answers for each bullet point
with detail. A number of candidates got full marks for this question but some candidates made a number of
grammar mistakes and used pinyin or English.

There were a lot of strong answers for Question 3. Many candidates wrote detailed stories with more difficult
characters and complex sentence structures. Most candidates attempted to provide extra relevant
information for each bullet point, especially in Questions 3(a) and 3(b).

It is very important for centres to remind candidates that they must cover all bullet points in Questions 2 and
3. A number of candidates wrote clear, well-structured essays by answering each bullet point directly and
then following with extra information.

Candidates need to be aware of the number of words required for each question. They are not penalised for
exceeding the word limit, but some candidates had crossed out some content to reduce the length of their
answers.

Candidates need to make it clear which topic they select in Section 2: Question 3 by circling the question
number. Candidates do not need to copy out the questions.

Candidates should ensure they have time to check their work for errors as many candidates made mistakes
in basic characters but were able to write difficult and unusual characters accurately. Since this is a writing
exam, Chinese characters must be used for all responses.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The task was to write about five things that you might see in a kitchen. Most candidates had no problem in
identifying things from many categories such as food, drinks, kitchenware, pets, furniture, stationery, etc.
There were many difficult words used in answers, for example: %5, kL. 3EJ). WA, frfh. JoBl.
T Rl R ATAR. 4KZE, whilst a number of candidates chose to write basic items like 7K. 5. 7%,
7N AN T T AN &

If candidates wrote more than five things in the list, they were not penalised but a maximum of five marks are
awarded for five relevant items. There were a few candidates who crossed out a correct word and wrote a
new incorrect answer instead.

Candidates should make sure that the characters in the words are accurately written without homophones or
similar characters. Using pinyin or English meant that candidates could not be awarded any marks. Some
answers could not be credited for the following reasons:

—

Candidates did not answer with Chinese words, and used pinyin or English.
2 Candidate wrote characters with unclear meaning, e.g. ¥« &+ KZ%&. K.
3 Some similar characters or homophones were used instead of correct words, like 5 (&) F. F&. F

R O CE .
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4 Some candidate used verbs rather than nouns: &, z.
5 There were also many characters with missing strokes.

Question 2

This question required candidates to write about their neighbour based on five tasks. A number of
candidates showed great communication skills in this, as well as good language skills in using simple
sentences structures. The overall performance on this question was good.

Candidate needed to provide extra information and to expand the answer for each task. This extra
information needed to be relevant to, or based on, the tasks. Some candidates were not able to provide
enough extra information with separate sentences for each point. Some candidates with strong language did
not achieve high communication scores for this question as they had not written enough for each task.

Task (a) was very well answered with different nationalities. The question words in tasks (b) and (c) asked
candidates to give job titles and kinds of family pet. Some candidates were not specific enough and gave
vague answers such as {45 TAF; or i TAEZEASEL; or fh A7 5E4; or Ath 2 fl 1) 249

Most candidates understood tasks (d) and (e) well. Candidates needed to use the future tense to talk about
what the neighbour was going to do the next week and needed to give reasons for why he/she was a good
neighbour rather than only answering with yes or no.

This year, there were many good sentences in essays:

1 Very detailed answers: {2 47 &l f5, Ao A~ I WL B FRATTHR S 3 52
2 Complex structures used: fibfift—4 B4, R AR =X Bh AN 5
3 Extrainformation included: filk NN AR S £ifFil, B, KR, TR, RET.

Candidates need to make sure that characters are correctly written. There were also some language
mistakes seen:

1 Overuse of /& when it was not needed, e.g. &I TT 2RI, AR/ NIRRT, Ahgnz.
2 [y or measure words were missing or misused in phrases: I BVl ToAE AR R, MEERIE AR 4F

CEFHIERRLD « WA 2 EBY): A RK A KINEKE) .
3 Incorrect word order in sentences: thAt A 30 bR L TAEAAKZE; AW BUNITAALE N E.

Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one question from three options in Question 3. With five guided bullet
points in Question 3, candidates needed to write an essay of around 150 characters for the question that
they chose. Most candidates answered Question 3(a), while fewer candidates answered Questions (b) and

(c).

The majority of candidates understood the questions well and wrote interesting answers with detailed
information. However, some candidates did not cover all bullet points, possibly because they did not
understand all of the words in the tasks.

Candidates should be reminded that their answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet
points need to be addressed with as much relevant information as possible.

Candidates needed to be aware of the various tenses required in questions and take note of the tense
markers, e.g. ‘2’ or ‘7’ .Candidates should ensure they use the tense correctly, for example, without
7 when the future tense is involved. Some candidates confused the time frame in the question, for example,
AR and FAER, Ekand Rk, K.

Many candidates used difficult, unusual words and complex sentences, e.g. I & bR EHE, BT LML T %
PSR DR AKIRE K, FARPGER LT To; S Az S K A 2 3 MR RE D5 R FRAME A [ S
A D R AR =0 [ PR

(a) The question was for the candidate to write a letter to their grandmother about a newly opened
shopping mall in the city. Most candidates did well on communication here, but many did not
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answer the first task well because they did not understand, or misread, 7T I~ (open). They either did
not answer this task or answered with & & Xk i, FHAAGTF T H .

Most candidates chose the past tense for bullet points 2 and 3, listing many items bought in a
shopping mall in detail and also giving reasons for buying those items, such as &3 T 2K K A A
FROR s KT AR A, P JRE R R P SAR MR

There were tense issues for bullet point 5 as many candidates used the past tense for this task,
eg. ZRETHBENH. Afew answers did not indicate a date in response to this bullet point, and
only answered saying they were going with friend or a family member, typically an example of a
good response would be & NXFTHM LB ESRIAER; RITHELEFmS R L4, YA
JEE: S PN

(b) This question asked candidates to write an article about views on being an exchange student
abroad. Candidates needed to follow 5 tasks about their experience and to discuss the advantages
and disadvantages. Many candidates answered very well while others found this more challenging.
In some cases, task 3 and in particular the key words 353/ , was not understood. Some candidates
did not mention f =X (favourite) for task 3 and just listed what activities they played. an example
of a good response would be, for example FATH— R TSI, BARTW, T T 4,
T I B 2 YA

Most candidate were able to address bullet point 4, and provided very good opinions for both {74t
and R4t (disadvantage and advantage), for example, ALAZ a2 A2 0] LU B A8 I HH &0, AT I3
HMEAE:  HIRZAAL, Leanv] IAEANEMTE S, RN, AT DUERIRI K N Z40E, L
TAT I L.

Most candidates addressed bullet points 1, 2, 5 well. There were many good sentences in answers,
e.g. LA HL, AArdbnt, HBHERPAMR:  FATHMFEENS TR AL, W EabeARr
BE RS, RWEARR AN E K, BV AFRPRERNXG, REZIERR,

(c) This question was to write a story about the experience of somebody asking you a question during
a walk in a park. Few candidates chose this task, and in general responses were not as strong as
for the other two options.

The first bullet point asked who the person was. Some candidates misunderstood this and
answered with the name of a friend who was walking with them in the park. Some candidates
misread the question and did not understand that the person referred to in each bullet point should
be the same person in the essay.

For bullet points 2 and 3, stronger answers gave clear reasons about why the person had asked
them a question or for help, and what they had replied or suggested. However, some answers had
little connection to each other, such as ftl jr] 3 7] #l, KGR 5, FRERMUE T, HHEE A=A,

For bullet point 4, generally candidates understood the question i34t /54 #¢, and gave a
detailed description, like T WA A EE ARk A, SEARNEE, AEH Db,

In bullet point5, the word & in the question seemed challenging for some candidates, and many
candidates did not know how to write an ending to the story, e.g. Ja k&4 T IRFIK: EREE T
W Bk 1B Fexk. However, there were some other candidates who wrote excellent sentences for this

bullet point: &5 Ja 4 Tk, X2 1.
Characters and Grammar

Most essays showed that candidates had no problem using past, present and future timeframes. Most
candidates understood the grammar very well and wrote sentences, even complex ones, correctly, e.g. {Hj&
MU R, N R LBEF: ARJETRR D NGERR IR AR 2 ), oS ey ARl 3AT TR Z 5N, I
Wl T ALET .
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Many candidates were able to use conjunctions and complex sentences, like [ 7 =+ if; A% -mh; A
{H ety Hoeees BAR-AH L ey XX eee, [Fhe-FrLL---and also used unusual words or Chinese idioms well
in essays, such as %M &Ff, FEZE, AL, WERAE, WAL, GRE, ZLE0H.

There were some common errors seen:

1 Incorrect spelling of characters with missing strokes or components: Z=4F (fEMk) , BH (&) , X
M ORME) , 2228 R [l (1D e (AR 1R (B2 | ete.

Using pinyin or English rather than Chinese words

Incorrect word order and position of time words or places in sentences: F3] 5 L 7E LS.

The mistake of using ‘/&’ with adjectives or other verbs, e.g. M /E4R %, Bk 2405,

Misuse of fil, 4 to connect sentences, e.g. ih-1-/5%, REFLf; LA EFMBTAFL ARV,

4, & at the beginning of sentences, e.g. 3= Wi

Incorrect words used in the past tense, e.g. S KMAHIZ TR (S RAEH WD

Misuse of 4~ and ], e.g. Tl 1 EANERAEMAK.

ONSOOSAPA~,WOWDN
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/42
Writing

Key messages

«  Candidates should familiarise themselves with questions words, e.g. 1[4 what, W} & where, JL/£ />
how many, A4 why, /E4 (F£) how, M4 which, #E who, fH4I5H% when, JL & what time, 2 K:Iif[ii]
how long.

. To achieve the maximum 10 marks for communication for Question 2 candidates need to elaborate
with simple sentence structures.

* Candidates need to read the scenario carefully for Question 3 and answer all the questions.

. It is important for candidates to pay attention to different time frames.

. It is essential that candidates learn and are very familiar with the vocabulary in the Defined Content for
the syllabus.

General comments

Most of the candidates did very well, and there were many excellent essays which were awarded full marks.
There were a number of candidates who provided a detailed and expanded essay with plenty of extra
information. Many of them also used Chinese idioms and complex sentence structures. Some candidates
made mistakes in the grammar or vocabulary used. However, they were ambitious in attempting to tell
interesting and complicated stories with most characters written correctly.

Most candidates tackled the tasks well and not only answered the questions, but also produced detail and
additional information for Question 2 and Question 3. Few candidates failed to answer all of the questions
or answered questions in Pinyin or with many English words which meant they could not be awarded marks
for communication. There were a great number of candidates who showed their higher proficiency in
Mandarin Chinese. Some candidates used more complex structures and more difficult characters which
reflected their linguistic ability. Overall the paper was accessible to the majority of candidates and there were
a number of excellent performances from centres in different regions.

Centres should be aware that answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to
be addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Memorising a big chunk of a general passage
e.g. about oneself or family, hobbies, is not good practice. Candidates should read the scenario and
questions carefully, especially the tenses and key words which are all in the Defined Content booklet. Since
this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin
should be avoided.

It should be remembered that a composition requires a certain amount of words to address all the bullet
points in the question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long but
less varied essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest.
However, candidates should be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters they will
not produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks. In Question 2 candidates
should understand the importance of elaboration with simple sentence structures to achieve the maximum 10
marks for communication. Condensed long sentences with many syntaxes will not necessarily score high
marks.

Candidates should circle which option they select in Section 2 Question 3 since there were 3 choices. They
should write the story according to the scenario but there is no need to copy out the scenario lines. For letter
writing option (a), candidates needed to pay attention to the person they were writing to.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

Candidates were asked to list five things which they need for the new term. Most candidates were able to list
the stationery they need such as 1i. Fifi. £&. R¥. %A etc. Some candidates listed the school
uniform, such as & Jilk. #F. %E. #F. Others wrote out food and drink for the day, such as /K&. K. &
71 etc. This showed that candidates had been taught well on topics and exam techniques. Easy and simple
characters are awarded the same marks as the complicated ones. Basic words such as 7K. 5. 2&. i@, {3
. AT were sufficient for credit.

At the other end of the spectrum, a few wrote in pinyin or English entirely, thus no mark was awarded. The
task requested a list of five things therefore, people, family members, body parts, animals etc., e.g. Zlifi. [f
2. wEL. WAL T ) etc. were not accepted, since they are not things. Verbs were not accepted e.g.
15, MK, Candidates should be advised not to list more than two words with the same suffix in one
category, e.g. JE 5. A5, 5P etc. as these can be awarded a maximum of two marks.

Adding or missing strokes were tolerated but if there were missing radicals or incorrect radicals which

created a new character with a different meaning, the mark could not be awarded. The common mistakes
when writing characters were: {3 5¢/% ¢ /M (B>, #1 C) , Bifs/ B/ A0 (B , eSS/
EM (RS . B (B, WD, R GRA , I D Bk, B O HL B ) A, il
G, o\ GaD e, & CR 7 B O 1, RO 7, A D, GE) R RS A,
TR W, K O, D e, T D 3, Bidtk R, B G, b (B B, SCH
(F, Kk 0K R CR) K

Some things were not correct logically, e.g. #%, H, 22K, KFH, Hl. Some words were invented
by candidates or words were not recognised, e.g. i1, #, &L, F 1.

Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct radicals and should ensure
they don’t use characters with similar pronunciation or similar shape. A small number of candidates wrote
characters which mainly function as radicals and can’t be used on their own as an independent word, such
as A. ‘K, and here marks could not be awarded.

Copying the example or characters from the rubric and answering the questions in pinyin or English was not
awarded marks.

Question 2

The question required the candidates to write about their new home. The overall performance in this
question was very good. Most candidates understood the questions very well and produced lots of detailed
and interesting information for each task. Apart from addressing the bullet points, candidates also provided
extra information which could be awarded extra marks. However, candidates need to be aware that extended
sentences should relate to the tasks, not elaborating freely. Some stronger candidates, despite scoring full
marks for Language, did not manage to score full marks for Communication as their sentences were very
condensed and they did not give enough extra information.

For Task 1, places e.g. {t:E[1Jé(countries), 25 %#1 1T (near a certain place), 7t 1l = (on the mountain) etc.
were mostly seen in the answers. Since this is a writing exam, candidates should avoid using English names
or Pinyin for places e.g. Greenlake or ‘yin ni’. Task 2 was well attempted. However, some candidates
mistook “how many rooms are there” with “what rooms are in your house” and wrote ‘A5 &R &L 3 1A], £
B 55, MIFT4EE4E so could not be awarded the communication marks. Candidates were quite familiar with the
type of question in task 3 and different favourite rooms were found in the answers with justifications which
scored extra marks for communication. However, some candidates wrote public places e.g. A, 12337 as
their favourite rooms which could not be credited. For Tasks 4 and 5, as in Task 1, most candidates wrote
places with a future tense particle ¥4k, £, 2, 7% etc. However, distinguishing ‘7 and ‘W’ was
problematic since some candidates wrote ‘Bl K AELEME I instead of 'Fk KA AEAR L for Task 4 which
couldn’t be awarded marks.
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Candidates should be advised to answer the questions first then elaborate to the relevant questions.
Copying out rubrics without extra information will not be awarded extra marks, e.g. Fii#t% . However,
L EANRYME T, THF 51 was awarded 2 marks for Task 1.

For Task 2, after stating how many rooms there were in the house, many were able to list a variety of rooms
applying noun omission such as H#H 1), WM. There were many excellent attempts with k.
structure in Task 3 about which room the candidate liked the most. Many extended their ideas convincingly
and appropriately. $f5 = A EFEF b7 [A],  UOAABRT LU FRIPOR, A . BT DAFR B A AW IR IS skt 25 A 1) s
ET8

Some good examples with good idioms and structures were:

o CTIDE AR T AR A D5 RREN T AN

o FRIEIRMIBA D], PSR T AR MRS AERE b, 3 A Fdne 52 1) R IECAE FR 1 53 T HL

o PBOvERAAN, HERMmEARGA4T . RIS A ..., WTRLUURE BN, TR A

o RESRAVEAEN T, PUNREEE IR AR TR AT DR M WA DeE . DoR T #el 5z i i i
{Op(a3 2

o MRS 2, KERIRSE, SO i,

o BABHLIE RN, HIGERIIE, PN IRATRG RIS LER: J i KR A AR S o

o ICRBETLURE ST, POV RIEERAERE A 2 RO,

o HEUNT. HEEHR

Some strong candidates with high language scores could not be awarded full communication scores for this
question as they had not written enough points in a simple, clear way. In order to score more communication
marks, candidates are advised to write extended elements in simple clauses rather than in an integrated
sentence. For example, I FIR K, H=AGE, EATHME R, RIS (4 marks related to Task 2)
would score more communication marks than F5 =XK1 55 6] )& 56 = E 58 A B a), R3] LU B 8] /) &
1 3 SE TN i X5t (2 marks related to Task 3).

Some candidates showed a couple of different sentence structures and were unable to score high marks for
Language. Candidates are encouraged to use a variety of simple sentence structures in this question, not
just a few types of sentence structures or rambling, e.g. Tt T H XK. HIHRIR A, TIEZR, RIFZRIK
KB, IRK. On the other hand, complicated structures are not essential to score the highest
language marks in this question. Simple, accurate and varied sentence structures would be enough to be
awarded 5 for the language marks.

Candidates should be reminded that a list will not score more than three marks. If one of the tasks was
missing, the maximum communication mark was 9, no matter how many extra marks were gained from other
bullet points. If two of the tasks were missing, the maximum communication mark was 8 and so on.

A small number of candidates simply copied out the tasks and swapped {R with Z in the sentences, and no
marks were awarded.

Some candidates limited the marks they could be awarded in Task 4 as that they did not mention future
tense by either using future time phrase e.g. $$3&. LLfE or a future tense marker 8. Z or $T&, and instead
wrote in present tense, e.g. EAFEZEE. Therefore, candidates should be reminded to read the questions
carefully to avoid either misunderstanding or unnecessary omissions.

Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters, e.g. WFHE. CGIFH) , —Hj. —/f&  (LLAET.
DUE) » fER (HERD) , NZ (i) , IE#E GG, 385K G5O, ARILCHINCG (K2R, B
Feo GErmyo , FK (5D, 5 GED 5, RGO |, K i) [, &R ), 48 Bl 5 R0ResE]
Tl CF ), B B, 4 G o, A e, SRRETEE O, se ) F, ARMA R (D
T B, P G L, R A 5 8BS T, i e, a8 Gl ok, —it B, vk Ok,
D, H GO

Accuracy of language was generally good and simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
However, candidates should be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid Anglicised structures.
Some common grammatical errors appeared in responses and candidates could improve their performance
by placing emphasis on the following:
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The most common mistakes were using ‘F0’, ‘2’ incorrectly.

1 ‘F01” is wrongly used to link adjectives/sentences: e.g. 115 MR KR 26, FIUH KA AME KN
VU — MAE1H.

2 Using ‘&’ with adjectives: e.g. J¢[E 2R 4F; FIME LR KT LA ]

3 Some candidates attempted to use “...5.. . {iL/{RiE” structure but were not successful: e.g. FMHT K
i T ) A A

4  Incorrect measure word used or missing measure word: e.g. X[ 5 B Tk 12 A H BT, IR 5 H B
f]; KAV, SEME-—pE, JFaF— b, —ph.

5 Incorrect comparison sentence pattern: e.g. K243 1) 55 18] LE R @A R )2 1R /DN, e XK LE LRI K
6  Mixing up “/tltd’and ‘A" e.g. KA —ANARANE L
7 Using pinyin or English instead of characters, and some pinyin without tones or wrong spelling were not

understandable: e.g. F.&x =X H &3 A5 room.

8 Repeating the same sentences from the questions or just changing 1 to F: e.g. A H K AEW L. Some
of the answers simply changed the questions into statements, e.g. & =¥k 5 1]

9 Keeping the questions words e.g. 5. HEE. JL in the sentences: e.g. KA1 £ /LI 1Al

10 Missing characters or writing incorrect characters, inlcuding some of the characters which were on the
scenario or tasks: e.g. EXNCE G K. Ty (B AHRERAIEN: W I B huanzing (FRE:
) AREF; AR (B ¢ RIFRAKRWADN, EE, A CH WEMRZLE: KA ER
b b0 TEBEWHEK TAHK (R

11 Incorrect characters which look similar or which have the same sound: e.g. MEb (%) Fl—ANT
suo(ipT);  FRIGENE (=) RK: EA—ABE U5+ BATERFIRA (OO K.

12 Misusing T and tH: e.g. KK, BL (KD RJEATTZR TIRZ 15 1R AT RIERA — AW ST &
N E a0 CIREA 7R 7 i b 723 1 8

13 Incorrect tenses: e.g. FWERHITI K, HRBIMK T .

14 Incorrect collation with adjectives: e.g. P45 th b4 7 {8 .

15 Incorrect structure: e.g. BAKMALTT GID) B ADMEEKMWRIE, Lok B EL (8D K.

Section 2
Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. Question 3(a) ‘write about a music
festival’ and Question 3(c) ‘you and three friends got lost’ were the most popular choices.

Candidates should be reminded that, for letters, the addressee and ending greeting are not included in the
word count. Writing more information to the bullet points is likely to score more marks for language than

writing general opening and ending formalities e.g. ‘Uf ABHWEIIRIIE T o RS RIS ? g’
R REELFS? PURS R, JTSu! 7 .

Most candidates demonstrated a high proficiency in Mandarin Chinese in terms of communication, accuracy
of characters, grammar and structures. Candidates not only fully understood the requirements of the
questions but also gave additional information using complex connectives, and even some Chinese idioms

e.g. WA, NN, BOESE, WELe, TIHLE, BMN&FE, FEZR etc
There were many excellent essays showing great language skill and great abilities of creative writing.

There were some common characters mistakes such as ff (%) #, 1 (WF) K, Z& (4 A, E (3
g, BH D, X ), Bk AEED , ml (%

Candidates who scored highest tended to have a range of sentence patterns, and il:, fifi, %%, #%, 4 were
used in some of the essays. Many candidates are able to use conjunction words and complex sentences,
like B 7T ... d6; fnH. . 5k AME.OWH...; BR.HZ..., X X...

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write about a write about a music festival. There were a number of very
well written essays. Most candidates covered the bullet points very well and they were able to give

justification for Task 4 and 5. Simple answers from ‘BX, RiF, BHAF, BFH, HER to
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advanced answers e.g. ‘AN, #AESE, KiE4iMC" were seen in the essays. Popular
answers for Task 5 were N CRRERAT 47 L5 81, BUWA 258 R, B LAIJTFRIIR AL ete.

Although the bullet points had been addressed, a number of candidates misunderstood who they should be
writing to. The mistake was writing a letter written to their grandfather instead of their penfriend. A few
candidates misunderstood ‘& 515" as ‘&5 4. A small number of candidates did not use past tense when
answering Tasks 1 and 2 fRAI#EZ T #2515 and fR& T4 % 2:1f]). Some responses answered the question
PRG3R 2 but didn’t mention ‘411-4 " which could not be awarded a communication mark for
Task 5.

Tenses were sometimes problematic as some candidates wrote the task in future tense F/NH, 5555124
WAIRMGHIH %30 0875 o AV SR, PO AN AR AH, W8 2% K15, Some candidates used
present tense throughout their writing. Centres should advise candidates to read the scenario with care and
to use appropriate tenses in their work.

Characters and Grammar

Most candidates understood grammar very well and wrote sentences, even complex ones, correctly. Most
essays showed that candidates had no problem using past, present and future timeframes e.g.

1 EE BTN RS, WAFERAANIZARAEFK L0 L AN R Bk T8 R0 2R g FARAAA

2 AEFART LN, TAVIACHE T — AN/ A B2 AR

3 BREANLAM, BHERAREMR T .

4 SORINIE, BILE AR

5  HLSITIERATAIEN . DU A IR TR S R I A M Se . IR BGE AR 5 51T, BAR KRR
MEAE T AR HL, AR A IR AR

6  E T HM, ARG, GG BAT =52 TR B, e TR SRR

7 ORFHEERH TRR, BULEIERPUR.

8  AETRTY, AT LR, IRV BRICZAL, BATIELIZ TR

9 BARIAKEXNIXANEFIRN, HRERIT SR

However, there were a number of homophone or near homophone errors and characters with similar shape,
such as fEX (WE) , WK (B , K G, AR (KA, BHE (EE) X3 GHiE) , SR70E CGD
etc.

Candidates showed a good knowledge of grammar and structures. However, the most frequent errors were:

1 Tenses: Some candidates misunderstood the questions and used future tense instead of past:

candidates talked about planning to go to a festival rather than a festival experience: AR U AL

2%, Tatelt % EMe L, BN AED=

Confused last ‘_I-” with next “ " when talking about a time: &A1 /N2 12 T 5 057

3 Some candidates didn’t understand ‘%...[{J’ pattern which emphasises past action: IR LM L= K
TR M LA FREMER

4 Misuse of ‘T, either not using it at all, or incorrectly: & SR AHEAET W T, W HARKBOIL T, FEXK
T WEREANFRFN L5 IR

5 Misuse of /&’ A" and ‘th': KGR H R AR EF oIS Ik e 2R IR K iR e AN Aas 4 R D
AN NN A T B A H

N

6 Misuse of measure word —/P: 585545 ki IR 2
7 Misuse of word order: 5555 335 AR 1o 22

8 When a time phrase and place word were involved in a sentence, e.g. FAi12: T _EANFIER: Fedi12:46
B\ EARTFAR-E A BATIN A B 2 BRI 2 R = A ER

9 Sometimes ambitious use of idiom meant that they were not used appropriately e.g. S HIE G0
HEARUTs IS E AT BRIR H I AR 4% R4 BNty SRR 2 v — B

10 Some candidates did not know how to write singer in Mandarin so some words such as i M.
e 4 A\ were used instead of WAL .

11 Using T with adjectives: AT TPUAN ANRIF L T 285 B 1B E R

12 Incorrect syntax: FAi12: T &R A = RE L R WIRIRM A
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13 Misuse of if: ¥ K15 LURT IR MK 2 T (should be i) & /K1
14 Misuse of #3: TAIBEIRIF0
15 Misuse of 4 FAM TR Z Bl &

(b) The task was to express views on writing novels. Few candidates opted for this essay and those
who answered this task generally did very well in communication and accuracy of language and
grammar. However, a few candidates did not give a clear reason why they would be writing a novel
in the future and so could not gain marks for communication for this element.

‘Z K1)’ caused problems when some candidates were answering Task 2 ‘how long did you spend‘ and
simply answered with ‘= IiJ[f]" instead of ‘= /i’ . Task 1 needed to be in the past tense timeframe but a

few candidates missed % and used present, present continuous or future tense. The maijority of candidates

understood ‘I5-4t" and ‘U8 4b" and produced relevant reasons to back up their opinions. All the words and
rubrics in Paper 4 are from the defined content and centres should advise their candidates to revise this
thoroughly to maximise the opportunity to understand the tasks set.

For Task 3 ‘what is an advantage or a disadvantage of writing novels’, some candidates just wrote ‘1R £ it

Ab/3R4L" and did not give details. This was also the case with Task 5 ‘are you going to write novels in the
future’ as candidates just answered with yes or no, without answering why. Students should be encouraged
to answer the questions with greater detail and follow the patterns and tense frames which will achieve better
results in both communication marks and language marks.

Characters and Grammar

The range of characters was very impressive. Candidates could expand the range of vocabulary and
sentence patterns on different opinions. Some good examples were:

o WEHEKNEAT I, HAREA 20

o Rtz Ah, BB LEBHT B, HnRATR B RE

o S/NULRE A BT IR BE R SR e . FRAFI A A IR /N . T AR AN N B B
HNIEFAL o A NN AZ I 5 05 22 [ 1 (R 2 I 46

o MM, BRAEANAIF 2 AEE ERUIAATE NG, AR5t [ml K S il OF) T 4625515 A S/t
PN EL, REDHERRIZLEAPF QRN SUERAEETET, RS RIRZ MR,

However, some common errors were:

«  Using present, present continuous (&5 /FKIL{EAES ...) or future tense to respond to Task 1 ‘U7 H
Hid/?

. Producing incorrect lengths of time, e.g. =[], which should be = /N

«  Including question words in the answer: $& T T £ /b PUSE 2286 /N i

«  Incorrect word order: 5N %, FRAS S AL

. Homophone or near homophone errors and characters with similar shape, such as: /M, (piE) 3 5
ANEFEAILL GE) Jy, MHSHER B R

«  Missing radical or strokes of the character: e.g. 5 (5)

(c) This topic was the second most popular task. About 20 per cent of the candidates opted for the
task which was to write about a story of what happened after they and three friends had got lost.
The overall standard was high. There were some very creative and interesting stories and many of
those who gained full marks successfully demonstrated their ability to communicate fluently, and
with a high level of grammatical accuracy. A vast majority of the candidates followed the
instructions and responded to each question appropriately. The language proficiency of the
candidates answering this question varied. Some were extremely good in all three areas
(communication, accuracy of characters and accuracy of grammar and structures).

A small number of candidates presented completely irrelevant information which could not be related to any
of the set questions.
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Communication

Most candidates could tell a clear story about where they went and why. They also wrote about how they
became lost as extra information to make the piece coherent. Some of the candidates failed to respond to
the third bullet point which was to give information about what they did. The answers were varied, mainly
talking about some activities such as eating, sports, visiting places. It seemed that some candidates had
missed the purpose, which expected that candidates should write about what they did to find their way rather
than when they did in general. In addition, some candidates missed the fourth bullet point ‘how did you plan
to go home’, perhaps due to the word ‘¥T %" which is a future tense particle but the whole story was in past
tense setting. Other weaker candidates merely answered the bullet points and produced a limited amount of
relevant information. Candidates should be advised to write a clear story line rather than treating each task
individually.

Stronger candidates wrote good stories using a wide variety of vocabulary and sentence structures.
Candidates should be advised not to copy out the scenario line before starting their story, nor to write too
much for the pre-setting of the story. If the storyline was too short and there was no elaboration of the bullet
points, it was hard for candidates to demonstrate their language ability.

Option 3(c) is always set in past time frame, so candidates should be prepared to write an account rather
than using present tense throughout the writing, or some future tenses in the essay even though there were
future tense particles e.g. A and T4 in the tasks.

For the last question ‘J5 >k &L T 1145, many candidates didn’t know how to respond to the question, and
started with ‘J5 kR4 T EEWEWRAES or R AL T, FHL, HIFH. Some candidates tried to copy
key words to follow bullet point, like Jii >k &4 T TRl K 5.

Some good examples were:

o IRAAKIE SRR R A, MRS T e, SRSk, JRATRRER T

o LRSS, AT RIS,

o QRN Z)E, BATRR EEERWME, A RERLIESNE R BA1R) T D NAEHAA T
o SRR ALAE A DRI EY Y T BRATARZMRIL,  (R)E) A OB AT K

Characters and Grammar

Many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters and idioms, e.g. &4, Sb A%,

KWHE, HPmYE, WAL, £—3H, K—%8, okt etc.
The common mistakes were : incorrect character: <, (¥5) 4, WF () H, HUH OF) —& Gi) etc.

The most common grammar errors were:

o Mixed up [1)/f3/H: e.g. M%) (H nY Tk AR () B3k
»  Some Anglicisation occurred, e.g. FA 1T 5L F IR = K

o Mixed up Z/M: FEfl AN

e Misuse of fI: e.g. N ETHIRZ FZM RS EHETIRKA
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/43
Writing

Key messages

» ltis essential that candidates learn and are very familiar with the Defined Content for the syllabus which
enables candidates to understand the scenarios.

«  Candidates should familiarise themselves with questions words, e.g. 114 what, i #. where, JL/£ />
how many, A1l4 why, &4 (F£) how, B> which, # who, {1~ A& when, JL i what time, £ K I [A]
how long.

« Candidates should pay attention to different time frames words and familiarise themselves with different
particles related with different tenses e.g. 15, 41, LS, NIk, #2k, 52K, LUT, 7, 2. 1.

e To achieve the maximum 10 marks for communication for Question 2 candidates need to elaborate
with simple sentence structures.

General comments

The overall standard of responses was good. Most candidates understood the question types well and
produced enough details and additional information for Questions 2 and 3. Aimost all candidates followed
instructions and answered the correct number of questions. Most candidates used complex structures and
difficult characters which allowed them to show their linguistic ability. The topics were accessible to the
majority of candidates and there were a number of excellent performances from centres.

There were many strong essays produced which were detailed and expanded with plenty of extra
information. Some candidates made mistakes in the grammar or vocabulary used, but they were ambitious in
attempting to tell interesting stories and justified their opinions and generally most easy characters were
written correctly.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Memorising a big chunk of a general passage e.g.
about oneself or family, hobbies, is not good practice. Candidates should read the scenario and questions
carefully, especially the tenses and key words which are all in the Defined Content booklet. Since this is a
writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be
avoided.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written after they have achieved the minimum required characters, some candidates
crossed out correct sentences when they exceeding the word limit. It should be remembered that a
composition requires a certain amount of words to address all the bullet points in the question, and variety in
vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long but less varied essay will not be awarded
as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest. Candidates should, however, be reminded
that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters for Question 3 they will not produce enough
evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Candidates should circle which option they select in Section 2, Question 3 since there were 3 choices.
Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing sentences that
directly target the bullet points and then expanding appropriately without the pre-setting information was an
efficient way to gain access to higher marks.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

Candidates were asked to list five things they want to take to a picnic. Most candidates were able to list food,
drinks, such as /K%, /K. T, I etc., and used easy and simple characters. Some candidates listed the
utensils, cutlery and furniture, such as fi. &7, X. f7. %7 %40, This showed that candidates had
been taught well on topics and exam techniques. Easy and simple characters are awarded the same marks
as the complicated ones. However, a small number of candidates answered in pinyin, which could not be
awarded any marks. Other impressive answers included ‘11775, i k. &' People e.g. &, Wi, M
& appeared in answers but could not be awarded marks since they are not things. The answer of pets was
accepted.

Copying the example or answering the questions in pinyin or English was not awarded marks e.g. %</, #f
% or fi ¥,

If there were missing radicals or incorrect radicals which created a new character with a different meaning,
the mark could not be awarded. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with
correct radicals or correct suffix, e.g. & (M) . fJ (1) . /K () . AP O « 8 () Bk, £ (
) etc.

Question 2

This question required candidates to write about a botanic garden where they live. The overall performance
in this question was good. The question words were understood and there was plenty of scope to extend the
answers. A few candidates wrote animals ‘. #J. I’ etc. in the garden which was unexpected. There were
some excellent responses with complex structures in this section, such as ‘A4 [ 2 T 5 ARUT, & M 1o 8t
BT BIER, —KEDESKMYI A W oridioms FEFRI A AJTRIRT-. BT SR TEIN .

However, simple structures and basic vocabulary are enough to score full marks in this section.

Some candidates did a good job expanding answers. For example, for bullet point 1, some wrote ‘44 &l B A5
B RS FEAE R AR, FBIAE. [ & AEFIH 2 M 4555 to add more details.

Task 4 was done very well with popular answers such as A 4f. %f.L», and more advanced words and
sentences including ‘Fii5E. #UEIIA . TAEN BRI, iE AR TR L &G ete.

Since the first part of Task 5 was a close-ended question, candidates needed to answer that question, but
also to write the reason why they would like, or would not like, to go there again to gain a mark for
communication.

In this paper, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be
avoided, especially for the key words. Pinyin and English words would not count towards the communication
mark e.g. ‘Bdx =W AT B pai zhao X 41R piao liang’ could not be awarded marks for Task 3.

Accuracy of language was generally good and simple, and straight to the point answers were usually seen.
However, candidates should be reminded to use varied sentence structures and to avoid Anglicised
structures. Some common grammatical errors appeared in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

»  Character mistakes: e.g. " (L) | iz¥ (B « B D 4 ) . 4 (B 0 TEN D
+  Misuse of “/&’ with adjective: e.qg. 74 e /& 47 il

«  Misuse of measure word: e.g. fib[{J k)bt B A7 4N

» Incorrect words order: e.g. 7EARHL, FRANGHM UL, W E S RME 1

+  Misuse of comparison ‘b’ e.g. A AEH J50, HLIRFKIRIT

«  Misplaced adjective: e.g. 161 B4 HI 5 {4
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Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. About 55% of the candidates
opted for Question 3(a), while 32% chose 3(b) and 3(c) was the least popular with about 13%.

Most candidates understood and followed the instructions and used varied timeframes. Most candidates
covered all the bullet points but ‘% K:i[ii]’ was a difficult point for some candidates in Question 3(a) Task 2.
% =’ may also have caused problems for some candidates in comprehending the scenario and Task 4.

A few candidates copied all the task questions without answering them or simply took out the question words
and inserted ‘fR47 for “YRuAF AR B AR, IR Z KA for TEARIEM T 2K, A TR Z 4 for ‘Jak K
£ TH43 . It should not be encouraged in the teaching practice and candidates should be encouraged to
write more relevant information in greater detail for the tasks.

(a) For 3(a), the task was for the candidate to write a letter to their grandma about a hotel they weren’t
satisfied with on a recent trip they went on. Over half of the candidates chose this task and covered all
the bullet points very well. The question words in the tasks were understood and candidates had been
well trained to deal with ‘who’, ‘how long’, ‘where’, ‘why’ and ‘how’.

Task 1 was well attempted, with the most popular choice being family members and friends which were
easy to write.

Task 2 ‘Z K} )" (how long did you stay at the hotel) was challenging for weaker candidates. Some
attempted to write ‘48 K:If[7)” but included a question word such as ‘/ £ K} [A)".

Candidates were able to express opinions well in Task 3 ‘what did you think of the breakfast’. Apart from
the common words such as nice, interesting, etc., other adjectives to describe the performance e.g. %
I KRR O, AR were really impressive.

The performance for Task 4 was varied. Some candidates wrote interesting complaints e.g. heating was
down; room was too small and dirty; attitude was bad etc., but a few candidates didn’t understand the

e

meaning of V&’ so they missed the task.

A majority of candidates were able to answer Task 5 without any difficulties and used the future
timeframe well. Generally, candidates were able to use different timeframes in this question.

Characters and Grammar
Candidates showed a good knowledge of Chinese grammar. However, the most frequent errors were:

e Character mistakes: such as i’k (&) , F (B 4. 4 (4 W, K CX)
«  Errorsinusing 2" e.g. fl 2+ 1% TG B LA, WU 1SR 4

«  Errors in expressing length of time: e.g. A 14 iRiEAE T £

« Incorrect word for length of time: e.qg. F&AITLE IR AT T VU I [

+  Including question words in the answer: e.g. 18 £ K I} i)

«  Errorsin using ‘i1’ e.g. &A1 Zd P E K

« Incorrect word order: e.g. X i {H R K

«  Some Anglicisation occurred: e.g. T TE R LB

(b) In 3(b), the task was to write an article about new extra-curricular activities at the candidate’s school.
The evidence showed candidates who opted to do this question were very familiar with this topic area.
All bullet points were easy to follow and guided the candidates to write their answers and opinion fully.
Sport and musical extra-curricular activities were the most popular, while robotic and coding clubs were
also mentioned by several candidates. ‘# #{#’ Math Olympiad class, English class and language
classes were also given as provision at their schools.

Task 4 was ‘what benefit do those activities have’ and most of the candidates did very well with
justifications, e.g. 1B 8% BARLF; 2B R IS A HEBE 2 111\ etc. There were some impressive
idioms used, e.g. (HAJC—F . FEWHHIL. HmAES . SEmi/KoP. BURSIN. BEEAL . B4 <.
Tk ) ete.
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Task 5 was also an opinion question and most candidates were able to express some ideas e.g. ¥f3)iE
W AR, REIL)L. TRFRFRIKES) etc. More advanced answers such as 7 G K. ZiiA vk
. KFe o T4rA B were also seen.

Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of easy characters and basic grammar structures. There were some
excellent responses with complex structures in this section.

The most frequent mistakes were:

»  Character mistakes: e.g. %8 (400

+ Use X tolink 2 nouns: e.g. X2 /N SRR AT WANE 5

e Useof ' T:eg HWASFE_AFHT

»  Incorrect words order: e.g. A HL A, A 1% SR TELEAAT T S T

«  Some Anglicisation occurred: e.g. F2AR G S FFUR G 14, XL FF 4+ 2k
«  Missing objects: e.g. LA S Il HLED

(c) This year, 3(c) was not a popular topic and only 13% of candidates chose this task. The most common
stories talked about a surprise birthday party, Christmas party and changing of place for the party for
Task 3. Making phone calls or checking SMS were popular methods for Task 4 ‘how are you going to
find him/her’.

Teachers should advise candidates to read the scenario sentences with greater care to avoid copying
down characters incorrectly e.g. JkPA for Jk*¥; =& A for 2£ifE. However, some stronger candidates used
advanced phrases such as GO 228G, 03 T M9IEKIE ete.

Most candidates produced coherent storylines in this narrative writing but a few candidates could not
elaborate due to limited vocabulary and sentence structures.

Characters and Grammar
The most frequent mistakes were:

e Character mistakes: e.g. - ¥} (i) X

«  Misuse of /&’ with adjective: Antonio L& K

«  Some Anglicisation occurred: e.g. =M £ bt, £ HAIK
« Incorrect word order: e.g. Antonio J& ™44 75 2 ke
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